
Jump Start Your Craft 
Business

Practical how to’s for those who would rather be creating and selling
From Suppliers to Product Lines and lots in between 



Introductions
Hello there, My name is Erin and I’m the owner an artisan yarn 
and fiber arts education company.  I made this E-Book for my 
friends I’ve met though my adventures in the fiber arts 
community.  Many of these new friends were excited about 
starting their own business with their craft from home so I 
filmed the videos that go along with this for them.  This is the 
reason that these videos are friendly and laid back, they were 
filmed from me to my friends to answer their questions.  I have 
compiled them in this Ebook to be more user friendly and in 
order to better convey the information.  That being said while 
these videos may feature yarn in them the tips are meant for 
anyone in any industry wanting to start a craft business.  

If you’d love to see a more professional looking video series 
please don’t miss the free video training I like at the end of this 
Ebook 

A couple notes, This Ebook is set up with many live links that 
link to outside videos for more in-depth training and step by 
step how to’s You can find these links where the text is 
underlined or by clicking on pictures on the following pages.  
Don’t miss these!!



Things to Consider
Before you jump in with both feet please take a moment to really consider why it is that you would like to turn 
your craft into a business.  While I am a business minded person I’m also an artist and maker at heart and think 
that there is much to be said for creating just to make your heart happy.  

My best advice here is to really ask your self if the challenge of building something from nothing and contributing 
to the market place in your particular field appeals to you just as much as creating the actual item or service.  If it 
seems like a fun adventure to you and you are the type who is up for a challenge and likes learning new things 
then welcome and let’s get started!

If you want to make money with your craft I highly recommend lots of market research and a repeatable product 
line structure ( with fun seasonal stuff of course) If you are someone who hates the idea of making the same thing 
twice and hates research this could be a possible stumbling block to be aware of. 

I also highly recommend being openminded and flexible, you have to keep your ear to the ground and be always 
looking for opportunities in your field that others have missed or been afraid to try.  This is for the bold and 
innovative.  

If you’ve gotten this far, I’m pretty certain that you are all of these things even if you don’t immediately see it in 
yourself.  



Suppliers
One of the biggest differences between a hobby and a 
business is getting proper suppliers. Having true 
wholesale affordable suppliers will unlock your ability to 
have an acute profit margin to make money and grow 
your business.  

To find these you really need to dig deep in your 
particular niche to find out what possibilities are out 
there.  

Places to look, industry trade shows, other direct small 
business( I use many farmers) Social facebook groups in 
your industry may have clues or leads of people who 
may be able to point you in the right direction.  

It’s important not just to have suppliers for your actual 
craft but for things like shipping and packaging.  

I will provide you a link later one with a guide for 
suppliers.  Keep reading. 

https://youtu.be/86P60dVpzBU


Images that Sell

You need to be aware of two main types of 
pictures for your business.  White background 
images to show detail and look professional 
for the sale and life style photos so people can 
imagine how the item would work in their life 
and get a better idea of it.

The good news is you don’t need fancy 
equipment or photoshop to accomplish this. 

Whether selling products online or submitting 
images to craft fairs or collaboration 
opportunities you will need clean bright 
pictures.  

https://youtu.be/rkbDfDcshAk


SEO 101 Getting your products 
found

SEO stands for Search Engine Optimization 
Which means helping google or Etsy Searches 
find your shop or your listings. 

You need to research not guess what your 
proper search terms are, They may surprise 
you. I recommend SEObook.com ( more in the 
video) 

Do not Keyword stuff, this is how people used 
to try to cheat by just using the same 
keywords over and over again instead of 
writing titles and content that is valuable and 
readable to viewers. 

https://youtu.be/EHxpTrizkl4
http://SEObook.com


Branding and Logos

Having a brand and a logo is probably one of 
the most important first steps to setting your 
business apart from just a hobby.  Having 
consistent branding that can be used through 
out your branding give your business a 
consistent and trustworthy look. This will help 
you be taken seriously both online and in 
person if you choose to submit to craft shows 
or work with shops in the future.  

I recommend using the “Squarespace logo 
maker” to easily create a beautiful and clean 
logo with out special training or equipment. 

click the video for a walk through on using 
this site. 

https://youtu.be/ZGEZ7DU-ciQ
https://logo.squarespace.com
https://logo.squarespace.com


Set up and Email list
Mailchimp is a free way to set up an email list 
that will look professional and help your 
emails be delivered consistently. 

Start an email list now, go ahead and get your 
branding and logo added and start collecting 
emails even if you just start with your mom’s 
and best friends.  Social media platforms 
change all the time so having lots of followers 
or friends isn't enough an email list is 
something you get to keep no matter how 
social media evolves and changes.  This is 
your direct link to building a relationship with 
your customers.  As a small business this is 
the key to competing against giant platforms 
like Walmart or Amazon. 

https://youtu.be/MBwySbZ1ipo
https://mailchimp.com


How to save money and time with 
shipping and packaging. 

I highly recommend signing up for a PayPal Account both for doing business help keeping your 
records straight and being able to print ship labels at home and ship from your door step!

Click here to see the video I made explaining how to use PayPal to print ship labels at home.  
There’s kind of a trick so make sure you watch the video for explanation. 

Below is the special link to print ship labels once you have signed into your PayPal account. 

https://www.paypal.com/shiplabel/create/

http://www.paypay.com
https://youtu.be/OSkI7r3bKwQ
https://www.paypal.com/shiplabel/create/


Learn to grow your brand on 
Facebook and Instagram

I know social media is not for everyone and 
many people who consider themselves artist 
don’t like to spend time on it.  That’s totally fine 
but You should at least have a business landing 
page on Facebook and Instagram.  Many people 
when searching for a service or product will 
check these sites like search engines. 

An instagram business page will give you a 
chance to link to your site and have public 
reviews which will build trust with people. 

In a digital world having a professional landing 
page or profile on social media can go along way 
will people feeling comfortable doing business 
with you.

Watch this video for some tips to get you started 

https://youtu.be/M_xn34-5BF4


Grab part 2 of this training
While all of these tips I hope will help you find some exposure and save you some money if you’re serious about building a handmade 
business you need to be smart about it and look into putting together 2 different product lines.  A main signature collection that your 
customers can depend on and grow to love( and come back for), as well as rotating fun seasonal collections.  If you think about it that’s what 
pretty much any well known professional company does.  They are your competition so you need to be on the same playing field.  I learned 
all of this from my friend and craft business mentor Renae Christine of Handmade Titian. 

Click here to sign up to receive for free her 3 part video training on how to do exactly that. She will walk you through step by step how to 
build your own product lines for your business for free.  You will also receive emails from Renae and myself with her e book of true wholesale 
suppliers I mentioned earlier that I used for our shipping supplies and more information on small business training and future invitations to 
Etsy training and Webinars

http://eepurl.com/ggUKIX
http://eepurl.com/ggUKIX
http://eepurl.com/ggUKIX
http://eepurl.com/ggUKIX


I Wish you all the business success 
of your dreams!

Well I sure hope you enjoyed our little ebook of cottage industry references.  If you have any 
questions feel free to email me at erin@craftyhousewifeyarns.com

If you are in the yarn or spinning fiber world please come hang out with us at “ handspun yarn love 
group”

While I’ve included in this ebook our most relevant videos from my youtube channel on how to start 
a craft business if you'd like any more information on learning to spin yarn or Spinolution brand 
spinning wheels please check out the Crafty Housewife Yarns YouTube channel

If you’d like more information on Renae’s trainings or the free 3 part video series on product lines 
click here!

mailto:erin@craftyhousewifeyarns.com
https://www.facebook.com/groups/craftyhousewifeyarnlove/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/craftyhousewifeyarnlove/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCybSsqrzFqMmcEbafEL9kJQ?view_as=subscriber
http://www.craftyhousewifeyarns.com/handmadeproductlineformula
http://www.craftyhousewifeyarns.com/handmadeproductlineformula

